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Ocean Fisheries: What is at Risk as a Result of
Offshore Wind Development in our Ocean?

Commercial and recreational marine fisheries in the Mid-
Atlantic region support jobs, businesses, and coastal communities,
providing recreational opportunities and supplying fresh seafood to local
and global markets. In 2022, commercial and recreational fisheries
generated $5.5 billion in sales and supported nearly 59 thousand jobs
across the Mid-Atlantic Council’s member states.

To find information on specific offshore wind projects along
with Fishery Management Council’s comments on the
projects click on these links:

https://www.mafmc.org/northeast-offshore-wind

https://www.mafmc.org/northeast-offshore-wind#offshore-wind-
projects/

The Mid-Atlantic and New England Fishery Management Councils have
compiled the information to help you stay informed about offshore wind
development activities that may be relevant to you.

For general information about offshore wind, please visit the
Councils’ joint wind page linked below.

https://www.mafmc.org/offshore-wind-notices


https://www.mafmc.org/northeast-offshore-wind
https://www.mafmc.org/northeast-offshore-wind#offshore-wind-projects/
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The Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council has developed two new
infographics that explore the impacts of fisheries throughout the region.

These infographics reflect 2022 commercial and recreational fisheries data
published by NOAA Fisheries as of February 2025. Commercial jobs and
sales values are based on domestic harvest and do not include seafood
imports.

On the following pages are the Infographics highlighting the
value of the Mid-Atlantic Fisheries. They can also be
downloaded as a single file here:

https://staticl.squarespace.com/static/511cdc7fe4b00307a2628ac6/t/67cb
14580d16917d933fc630/1741362267561/Mid-Atlantic-Fisheries-
Infographic.pdf

Click this link for the most recent data and publications.

Fisheries One-Stop-Shop



https://static1.squarespace.com/static/511cdc7fe4b00307a2628ac6/t/67cb14580d16917d933fc630/1741362267561/Mid-Atlantic-Fisheries-Infographic.pdf
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/511cdc7fe4b00307a2628ac6/t/67cb14580d16917d933fc630/1741362267561/Mid-Atlantic-Fisheries-Infographic.pdf
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/511cdc7fe4b00307a2628ac6/t/67cb14580d16917d933fc630/1741362267561/Mid-Atlantic-Fisheries-Infographic.pdf
https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/foss/

MID-ATLANTIC FISHERIES

Commercial and recreational marine fisheries in the Mid-Atlantic region support jobs, businesses, and coastal
communities, providing recreational opportunities and supplying fresh seafood to local and global markets.
The Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council develops science-based management plans to ensure

the long-term sustainability of these fisheries and the marine ecosystem.
5 2 M i I I i
4 —ip,
I I O n Mg

Pounds of fish & shellfish harvested
in the Mid-Atlantic by commercial

fishermen in 2022 \\\____a $484 Million
o landi
35'406 In landings revenue
/VUfn )

S——

MID-ATLANTIC| 2y

MANAGEMENT
COUNCIL

\Q\\Q@/)
Ny e,af
~ NG

Species managed by the
Council under fishery
management plans

53,307 15

Jobs supported by the

- 5
nautical miles Additional forage species ﬁshi ber of 1, commercial fishing
Area managed by the managed as “ecosystem M,"’g tr/‘ps = Teay; industry in 2022
Mid-Atlantic Council components” 10ty Cken | Ong/
nt; in> N the Pounds of fish &
1 02> shellfish eaten by o o
i i 5.5 Billion
'l i per year -.\ P
Y3 ; ‘\‘ Combined sales impacts of the commercial and
J I B recreational fishing industries in the Mid-Atlantic
’ . *« which 3, region in 2022
R4 1 makes \
& \ theU.s.,
‘N ‘\‘
Total spending on R
recreational trip ‘\
Rl e Number of fish o

harvested by

; Largest consumer
recreational anglers

of seafood in the
world (trailing only
China, India, and

s « e” X N 3 ' . ‘lv“ [ / \
Indonesia) A ) o 7 s \

Jobs supported by
the recreational 4
fishing industry in “’h‘ /
" “A ' '04ﬂ
4 L4
Uy
?_\\

DID YOU KNOW?
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Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council

FISHERY IMPACTS BY MEMBER STATE

In 2022, commercial and recreational fisheries
generated $5.5 billion in sales and supported
nearly 59 thousand jobs across the

Mid-Atlantic Council's member states. New York
Visit our website to learn more about Commercial New Jersey
i eRemeci LANDINGS
Council-managed fisheries in your state. JOBS SALES Commercial
19.1M lbs 3K $139M
LANDINGS  JOBS SALES
Recreational 107.9M Ibs  6.5K $528M
TRIPS JOBS SALES . cional
ecreationa
16.5M 24K $378M :
TRIPS JOBS SALES
13.9M 3.5K $673M
Delaware
Commercial
LANDINGS  JOBS SALES
5.2M Ibs 655 $74M
Recreational
TRIPS JOBS SALES
2.4M 749 $110M
Maryland
Commercial

LANDINGS  JOBS SALES
33.2M lbs 6.9K $362M

Recreational

TRIPS JOBS SALES
8.2M 2.7K $387M
Virginia
North Carolina Commercial
Commercial LANDINGS JOBS SALES
LANDINGS JOBS SALES 341.6M Ibs 14K $769M
34.6M lbs 4.4K $212M Recreational
Recreational TRIPS JOBS SALES
TRIPS JOBS SALES 6.5M 1.7K $246M
20.6M 12.3K $1.6B
February 2025
This infographic reflects 2022 commercial and recreational fisheries data published by NOAA Fisheries as @

of February 2025. Commercial jobs and sales values are based on domestic harvest and do not include
seafood imports. Visit the Fisheries One-Stop-Shop for the most recent data and publications. MID-ATLANTIC
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